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CITY OF ROCKY FORD – CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 8, 2024
WORK SESSION:  6:00 p.m.
Mayor Duane Gurulé, Councilmembers Larry, Herrera, Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins and City Manager Stacey Milenski met for a work session to discuss an increase to the sewer fees and the scheduling of Town Hall meeting forums for public input.
Others present:  J. R. Thompson, Gary Reed and Susan Jung
REGULAR MEETING:  7:00 p.m.
Rocky Ford City Council met in Council Chambers on Tuesday, October 8, 2024.  Mayor Gurulé called the meeting to order.  Those present at roll call were:

Mayor: Duane Gurulé
Councilmembers Present: Larry Herrera, Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins
Councilmembers Absent:  None, pending acceptance of resignation of Councilmember Sherry Cordova
City Staff Present:  City Manager Stacey Milenski and City Clerk Rebecca Korinek 
Public in attendance for tonight’s meeting:  Gary Reed, J. R. Thompson, Jack and Nancy Aschermann, Tom Martin, Jack Barker and Sawyer Menz
Mayor Gurulé led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Councilmember Nicole Roberts read aloud the City of Rocky Ford’s Mission Statement

PUBLIC COMMENT
Susan Jung, former Mayor of Rocky Ford, told Council that she is opposed to the possibility of this City Council going against a former City Council to authorize moving artwork at the Gobin Plaza, that was donated by Nancy Ascherman, to be moved.  Jung also commented that at the last regular work session on September 24th, Jung felt that Nancy Ascherman was treated disrespectfully.
ANY CHANGES TO, OR REMOVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
None requested
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Gurulé explained the agenda and consent agenda to all.  Councilmember Barron moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Roberts.  Voting results were:

YES

Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT
Cordova (submitted resignation)

Motion carried 6-0

Consent Agenda Item(s) approved were:
Previous meeting minutes for September 10, 2024, special meeting minutes for September 19, 2024 and meeting minutes for September 24, 2024.

Application for Renewal of Medical Marijuana License – Rocky Farms, LLC, dba Rocky Farms, 1709 Swink Ave., Rocky Ford
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

No changes or additions were requested.  Councilmember Martinez moved to approved the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Roberts.  Voting results were:
YES

Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT
Cordova (submitted resignation)

Motion carried 6-0

PRESENTATIONS, AWARDS, PROCLAMATIONS
None
STAFF REPORTS

City Manager Stacey Milenski had earlier provided her report to Council by email.  Milenski added some information that was received after her report was sent.
Museum Curator Rob Marshall submitted his monthly report (written only).
PUBLIC HEARING

None – No Public Hearing was set for tonight’s meeting
OLD BUSINESS

None – No Old Business was set for tonight’s agenda

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None – No Executive Session was set for tonight’s agenda
NEW BUSINESS
Request to Close Public Street – Arkansas Valley Balloon Festival – Saturday, November 2, 2024 – Main Street from Washington Ave. to Front Street and Front Street North of City Hall and Parking lot for Parade.

It was moved by Councilmember Roberts and seconded by Councilmember Martinez to approve and authorize the street closure for the Arkansas Valley Balloon Festival.  Voting results were:

YES

Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Gurulé

NO

None

ABSENT
Cordova (submitted resignation)

Motion carried 6-0

Lease Agreement Between the City of Rocky Ford and the Rocky Ford Country Club

The Rocky Ford Country Club has not been able to review the proposed lease agreement that was sent to them and they will be holding a special meeting to review the matter.  The Country Club requests that this matter be set for the next regular meeting.

It was moved by Councilmember Roberts and seconded by Councilmember Herrera to approve the proposed lease agreement, as long as no changes are requested by the Country Club.  Voting results were:

YES

Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Gurulé

NO

None

ABSENT
Cordova (submitted resignation)

Motion carried 6-0

Discussion - Proposed Sale City Real Property at 8th and Pine – Parcel #444318241012
Jack Barker with Innovative Water has previously given Council his proposal and offer for the property owned by the City of Rocky Ford.
Some discussion was held between Council.

Tom Martin informed Council that he is also interested in purchasing the property.  Martin requested that Council put the property up for public bid.

Councilmember Martinez moved to list the property out for bid.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Barron.  Voting results

were:


YES

Barron, Martinez, Roberts


NO

Mullins, Herrera, Gurulé


ABSENT
Cordova (submitted resignation)

Motion failed 3-3 vote

Acceptance of Letter of Resignation of Councilmember Sherry Cordova and Declaration of Vacancy

It was moved by Councilmember Roberts and seconded by Councilmember Martinez to accept the letter of resignation from Councilmember Sherry Cordova and declare a vacancy.  Voting results were

YES

Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Gurule


NO

NONE

ABSENT
NONE
Motion carried 6-0
Service Agreement between the City of Rocky Ford and Five Star Automation
Council approved this service agreement at a previous meeting, but requested a few changes.  Those changes were made to the agreement.  Mayor Gurulé will sign the service agreement.
Job Description – Administrative Assistant to City Manager

City Manager Stacey Milenski gave Council information regarding the requested position.  Discussion was held at a previous meeting regarding this proposed job description.  City Manager Milenski has made the changes, requested by Council, to the proposed job description.
Councilmember Roberts moved to approve the job description.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.  Voting results were:


YES

Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Gurulé


NO

NONE


ABSENT
NONE
Motion carried 6-0
Letter of Support to the Grand Friends for their Restroom Transformation Project

It was the general consensus of Council to sign the letter of support for the Grand Theater restroom project.
Letter of Support to Advance-Colorado Broadband Equity, access and Deployment (BEAD) Program

Mayor Gurulé gave Council some information regarding broadband in the local areas. It was the general consensus of Council to authorize Mayor Gurulé to sign the letter of support.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Tom Martin asked Council to give the people, giving public comment, common courtesy.  Mr. Martin feels that Susan Jung was not allowed to speak.
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORTS


Councilmember Herrera reported the following:
· Herrera thanked Council for approving the recent lease agreement with the Rocky Ford Country Club/Golf Course.
Councilmember Barron reported the following:
· Barron gave information about the Grand Theater.
Councilmember Martinez reported the following:

· Martinez reported on the recent community garbage pick-up.
· Tree Board meeting is scheduled for the following week.

Councilmember Roberts reported the following:

· Roberts gave a report at upcoming events at the Gobin Building.
Councilmember Mullins reported the following:
· Mullins reported on recent Museum projects.
Mayor Gurulé reported the following:

· Gurulé reported on recent meetings and activities that he attended.
UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, October 8, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for Work session and 7:00 p.m. for Regular Council meeting

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for Work session and 7:00 p.m. for Regular Council meeting

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Mayor Gurulé adjourned at 8:32 p.m.








__________________________Attest
Mayor Duane Gurulé





City Clerk Rebecca Korinek
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