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CITY OF ROCKY FORD – CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 22, 2024 – Minutes taken by Mia Herrera due to City Clerk’s absence
WORK SESSION:  6:00 p.m.
Mayor Duane Gurulé, Councilmembers Larry, Herrera, Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins and City Manager Stacey Milenski met with Cigna advisor Mark Hillier to discuss employee benefits and insurance renewal rates for 2025. 
REGULAR MEETING:  7:00 p.m.
Rocky Ford City Council met in Council Chambers on Tuesday, October 8, 2024.  Mayor Gurulé called the meeting to order.  Those present at roll call were:

Mayor: Duane Gurulé
Councilmembers Present: Larry Herrera, Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins
Councilmembers Absent: 

City Staff Present:  City Manager Stacey Milenski, Finance Director Kyle Crosswhite and Utility Technician Mia Herrera.
Public in attendance for tonight’s meeting:  Gary Reed, J. R. Thompson, Sawyer Menz and Juanita Valdez
Mayor Gurulé led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Councilmember Robert Barron read aloud the City of Rocky Ford’s Mission Statement

PUBLIC COMMENT
ANY CHANGES TO, OR REMOVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
None requested
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Gurulé explained the agenda and consent agenda to all.  Councilmember Herrera moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Martinez.  Voting results were:

YES

Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT
None
Motion carried 6-0

Consent Agenda Item(s) approved were:
Previous meeting minutes for October 8, 2024.
Application for a Special Event Permit - Rocky Ford Chamber of Commerce, 105 North Main Street on Saturday, October 26, 2024 from 6 p.m. to Midnight
Application for Renewal of Liquor License – Taqueria Mexico #2, Inc., 1720 Elm Avenue, Rocky Ford
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Gurule requested to add 14.3 employee benefit renewal, under new business.  Councilmember Roberts moved to approve the agenda, with the requested change.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Herrera.  Voting results were:
YES

Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT
Cordova (submitted resignation)

Motion carried 6-0

PRESENTATIONS, AWARDS, PROCLAMATIONS
Juanita Valdez with Rocky /Ford High School gave a small presentation regarding “Red Ribbon Week”.  Mayor Gurulé,
read aloud and then signed the Red Ribbon Week Proclamation”
STAFF REPORTS

City Manager Stacey Milenski had earlier provided her report to Council by email.  Milenski added some information that was received after her report was sent.
Finance Director Kyle Crosswhite proposed an investment for the City of Rocky Ford by pulling a cash account at the First National Bank of Rocky Ford and investing, to earn interest, in the Colorado Local Government Liquid Asset Trust. Investments are not considered FDIC.  Much discussion was held.

Officer Mark Montano gave Council some suggestions for traffic control.  Montano reported that there are blocked driveways and heavy traffic in some areas.  Montano recommends that the City install signs and possibly reduce speed limits in the City.  Montano also commented that there is no street parking for City staff.  Much discussion was held.
Museum Curator Rob Marshall submitted his monthly report (written only).
PUBLIC HEARING

None – No Public Hearing was set for tonight’s meeting
OLD BUSINESS
Discussion Regarding the Planning of Town Hall Meetings for Sewer Fee Increases

Town Hall meetings have been scheduled for Thursday, November 7 from noon to 2 p.m. and another from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. to be held at the Public Safety Building.  Lunch and dinner will be served
EXECUTIVE SESSION
None – No Executive Session was set for tonight’s agenda
NEW BUSINESS
Renewal of Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) Between the City of Rocky Ford and Otero County for Dispatch Services
Communications Supervisor June Ferraro explained the proposed agreement.  Some discussion was held.  Councilmember Martinez made a motion to approve the IGA between the City of Rocky Ford and Otero County for dispatch services.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.  Voting results were:

YES

Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Gurulé

NO

None

ABSENT
None

Motion carried 6-0

Discussion – Regarding Abandoned Property – Pull Meters – Raise Tap Fees
A very lengthy discussion was held.
Employee Benefit – Increase for 2025
At the earlier work session tonight, Council was advised that there would be an increase of costs.  Councilmember Roberts made a motion to approve the CIGNA revised renewal as presented to Council for the year 2025.  Councilmember Mullins seconded the motion.  Voting results were:


YES

Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Gurulé


NO

None


ABSENT
None

Motion carried 6-0

PUBLIC COMMENT
Gary Reed commented that Council needs to be better with communication.  Customers need additional information regarding the meters and sewer rate changes.
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORTS


Councilmembers and Mayor Gurulé gave reports on their respective boards and commissions.
UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, November 12, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for Work session and 7:00 p.m. for Regular Council meeting

Tuesday, November 26, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for Work session and 7:00 p.m. for Regular Council meeting

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Mayor Gurulé adjourned at 9:15 p.m.








__________________________Attest
Mayor Duane Gurulé





City Clerk Rebecca Korinek
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