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CITY OF ROCKY FORD – CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 26, 2024
WORK SESSION:  6:00 p.m.
Mayor Duane Gurulé, Councilmembers Larry Herrera, Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nanette Mosby, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins, with City Manager Stacey Milenski and Finance Director Kyle Crosswhite met for continued work on the year 2025 budget.  
Others present:  J. R. Thompson, Gary Reed, Sawyer Menz
REGULAR MEETING:  7:00 p.m.
Rocky Ford City Council met in Council Chambers on Tuesday, November 26, 2024.  Mayor Gurulé called the meeting to order.  Those present at roll call were:

Mayor: Duane Gurulé
Councilmembers Present: Larry Herrera, Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nanette Mosby, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins
Councilmembers Absent:

City Staff Present:  City Manager Stacey Milenski, Finance Director Kyle Crosswhite, Police Captain Carol Coates, Police Officer Anthony Trujillo, Public Works Foreman Cuco Ruiz, Public Works Water Foreman Cody Baylor, Police Officer Robert Powell, Public Works employee Eric Encinias and City Clerk Rebecca Korinek 
Public in attendance for tonight’s meeting: J. R. Thompson, Gary Reed, Sawyer Menz, Gage Montoya, Rod Pelton, Holli Montoya, Brianna Molina, Jessica Hernandez, Bernadette Pettie, Kelly Taylor, Desiree Montano, Ceci Jaramillo, Cassie Jaramillo, Lisa Perez and Michael & Desiree Montano.  State Senator Rod Pelton and Representative Ty Winters.  There were some names that were illegible.
Mayor Gurulé led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Councilmember Thomas Mullins read aloud the City of Rocky Ford’s Mission Statement

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

ANY CHANGES TO, OR REMOVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
None requested
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Gurulé explained the agenda and consent agenda to all.  Councilmember Herrera moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Martinez.  Voting results were:

YES

Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT
Herrera
Motion carried 7-0

Consent Agenda Item(s) approved were:
Previous meeting minutes for November 12, 2024 and approval of special meeting minutes for November 7, 2024.
Application for Renewal of Liquor License – Riann Gonzales & Leonard Gonzales, LLC dba Len’s Tavern, 901 Railroad Avenue, Rocky Ford
Art’s Commission – Recommendation to re-appoint J.R. Thompson, Robert Barron and Mike Shima to three (3) year terms expiring December 31, 2027
Chamber of Commerce – Request to close public streets for PARADE OF LIGHTS – Main Street from Washington Avenue to Front Street on Saturday, November 30, 2024
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Gurulé requested the addition, under presentations and awards, of Senator Rod Pelton and Representative Ty Winter.

Councilmember Herrera moved to approve the agenda with the requested additions.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Martinez.  Voting results were:
YES

Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT


Motion carried 7-0

PRESENTATIONS, AWARDS, PROCLAMATIONS
Senator Rod Pelton and Representative Ty Winters gave information about what is going on at the State Capital and the struggles of rural areas in Colorado.
STAFF REPORTS

City Manager Stacey Milenski gave report to Council and audience.  Milenski added some information that was received after her report was previously sent.
Public Works Water Foreman Cody Baylor gave Council information on used dump trucks and loaders.  Some estimates were given to Council and Baylor gave Council his recommendation on possible purchases.  Much discussion was held.
PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Gurulé opened the public hearing and recessed the regular meeting at 8:20 p.m.  There was no public in attendance wishing to comment on the proposed 2025 budget.  Gurulé asked each Councilmember to ask any questions they may have regarding the proposed budget for 2025.  Finance Director Kyle Crosswhite answered Council’s questions. Much discussion was held.  Gurulé closed the public hearing at 9:01 p.m. and regular meeting resumed.
OLD BUSINESS

Sewer Rate Increase
Town Hall meetings were held with the general public on November 17th and November 18th.    Different options were created and discussed at the meetings.
Councilmember Roberts made a motion to adopt and approve “Option B”.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.
There was more discussion held. Voting results were:


YES

Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Herrerra, Barron, Martinez, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT
None

Motion carried 7-0

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None 
NEW BUSINESS
ORDINANCE # 980 – An Ordinance Levying General Property Taxes for the Year 2024 to Help Defray the Costs of Government for the City of Rocky Ford, Colorado for the 2025 Budget Year, and for the Mill Levy on Each Dollar’s Worth of Property as Per the Assessed Value Thereon, as Shown by the Assessor of Otero County for the Year 2024, as Fixed by the Board of Equalization, on first reading.
It was moved by Councilmember Robers and seconded by Councilmember Martinez to approve Ordinance #980 on first reading.  Voting results were:


YES

Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Gurulé


NO

None


ABSENT
None

Motion carried 7-0
ORDINANCE # 981 - An Ordinance Summarizing Expenditures and Revenues for Each Fund and Adopting a Budget for the City of Rocky Ford, Colorado, for the Calendar Year Beginning on the First Day of January, 2025, and Ending on the Last Day of December, 2025, on first reading.
It was moved by Councilmember Roberts and seconded by Councilmember Mullins to approve Ordinance #981 on first reading.  Voting results were:


YES

Mullins, Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Gurulé


NO

None


ABSENT
None

Motion carried 7-0
ORDINANCE NO. 982 – An Ordinance Appropriating Sums of Money to the Various Funds in the Amount of and for the Purpose as Set Forth in the Ordinance, for the City of Rocky Ford, Colorado, for the Year 2025 Budget Year, on first reading.
It was moved by Councilmember Martinez and seconded by Councilmember Mullins to approve Ordinance #982 on first reading.  Voting results were:

YES

Herrera, Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Gurulé


NO

None


ABSENT
None

Motion carried 7-0
Selection of Catlin Canal Proxy
It was moved by Councilmember Mullins and seconded by Councilmember Martinez to appoint Alan Frantz as proxy for the City of Rocky Ford.  Voting results were:

YES

Barron, Martinez, Mosby, Roberts, Mullins, Herrera, Gurulé

NO

None

ABSENT
None
Motion carried 7-0

Grand Theater – Requesting Expenses for Projectionist Training
The Grand Theater would like to send Chris Sandoval to projectionist training.  The cost of the training will be paid for by the Grand Friends.  Grand Theater is asking that the City of Rocky Ford pay for his expenses.  Councilmember Barron moved that the City of Rocky Ford payo the vacant seat.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.  Voting results were:


YES

Mullins, Barron, Roberts, Gurulé

NO

Martinez

ABSENT
None
Motion carried 4-1

Mayor Gurulé thanked all for their interest in the City of Rocky Ford.  City Clerk Rebecca Korinek gave Nanette Mosby the oath of office for Councilmember Ward 1.
City Council Community Engagement Fund
Councilmember Roberts moved to approve and authorize Resolution #8 – Series 2024.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.  Voting results were:


YES

Mosby, Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Gurulé
NO

None

ABSENT
None
Motion carried 6-0
RFP for City Attorney for 2025 - 2026
PUBLIC COMMENT
Gary Reed wanted to commend City Staff.  Reed said “he thought that City workers did a great job with the last snowfall”.
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORTS


Councilmembers and Mayor Gurulé gave updates and reports on their respective boards and committees.
Council gave general consensus for Mayor Gurulé to send a letter to the Wildlife Division for the balloon festival.

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for Work session and 7:00 p.m. for Regular Council meeting
Tuesday, December 24, 2024 – MEETING VACATED BY COUNCIL – CHRISTMAS EVE
ADJOURN
There being no further business, Mayor Gurulé adjourned at 10:35 p.m.








__________________________Attest
Mayor Duane Gurulé





City Clerk Rebecca Korinek
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