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CITY OF ROCKY FORD – CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 12, 2024
WORK SESSION:  6:00 p.m.
Mayor Duane Gurulé, Councilmembers Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins, with City Manager Stacey Milenski and Finance Director Kyle Crosswhite met for a work session for discussion regarding the 2025 budget.  Cake and refreshments were served during the work session to honor and wish Ward II Councilmember Larry Herrera a fond farewell.  Councilmember Herrera’s term expires after the regular Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 26, 2024
Others present:  J. R. Thompson and Gary Reed
REGULAR MEETING:  7:00 p.m.
Rocky Ford City Council met in Council Chambers on Tuesday, November 12, 2024.  Mayor Gurulé called the meeting to order.  Those present at roll call were:

Mayor: Duane Gurulé
Councilmembers Present: Robert Barron, Nicholas Martinez, Nicole Roberts and Thomas Mullins
Councilmembers Absent:  Larry Herrera
City Staff Present:  City Manager Stacey Milenski, Finance Director Kyle Crosswhite and City Clerk Rebecca Korinek 
Public in attendance for tonight’s meeting:  Gary Reed, J. R. Thompson, Catherine Ramirez and Renee Jones with Arkansas Valley Hospice, Samantha Moore, Nanette Mosby and Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kermit Snyder
Mayor Gurulé led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Councilmember read aloud the City of Rocky Ford’s Mission Statement

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

ANY CHANGES TO, OR REMOVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
None requested
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Gurulé explained the agenda and consent agenda to all.  Councilmember Roberts moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Martinez.  Voting results were:

YES

Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT
Herrera
Motion carried 5-0

Consent Agenda Item(s) approved were:
Previous meeting minutes for October 22, 2024.
Application for Renewal of Liquor License – Rocky Ford BPOE #1147, Rocky Ford Elks Club, 301 North 9th Street, Rocky Ford
Application for Renewal of Liquor License – Marilyn Jackson dba J & M Liquor Store #2, 1200 Elm Avenue, Rocky Ford
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Gurulé requested the addition, under new business, 15.2 Jeri Vargas, 713 S. 7th Street, be added and items 15.3, 15.4 and 15.5 be removed from tonight’s agenda and will be moved to the November 26, 2024 agenda.  Councilmember Roberts moved to approve the agenda with the requested additions and deletions made by Mayor Gurulé.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.  Voting results were:
YES

Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Barron, Gurulé

NO

None


ABSENT


Motion carried56-0

PRESENTATIONS, AWARDS, PROCLAMATIONS
PROCLAMATION:
Arkansas Valley Hospice, Inc. representatives Catherine Ramirez and Renee Jones gave information
to all about the service provided by the Hospice Center.  

It was the general consensus of Council to authorize Mayor Gurulé to sign the proclamation.

Mayor Gurulé read aloud the “Arkansas Valley Hospice, Inc Proclamation” and proclaimed November 2024 as Hospice and

Palliative Care Month and asked citizens of Rocky Ford to increase their understanding and awareness of hospice and palliative

Care and to observe the month with appropriate activities and programs.

PRESENTATION:
Dr. Kermit Snyder, Superintendent of Schools wanted to give an update regarding the demolition of

Jefferson School and the concerns regarding children crossing streets and the congestion of vehicles.

STAFF REPORTS

City Manager Stacey Milenski gave report to Council and audience.  Milenski added some information that was received after her report was previously sent.
PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing regarding the 2025 budget was scheduled for tonight, but will be continued to the next regular meeting on Tuesday, November 26, 2024.
OLD BUSINESS

None – No Old Business was set for tonight’s agenda

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None – No Executive Session was set for tonight’s agenda
NEW BUSINESS
Vacate Regular City County Meeting Scheduled for December 24, 2024
It was moved by Councilmember Mullins and seconded by Councilmember Martinez to vacate the regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 24, 2024.  Voting results were:

YES

Roberts, Mullins, Barron, Martinez, Gurulé

NO

None

ABSENT


Motion carried 5-0

Discuss/Review any Letters of Interest for Vacant Council Seat Ward I

Council received three (3) letters of interest for the vacant seat in Ward I.  Letters of interest were received by Samantha Moore, 800 S. 1st Street, Nanette Mosby, 801 S. 1st Street and Jeri Vargas, 713 S. 7th Street.
All three (3) interested persons came to the dais (individually) and gave information about themselves and informed the audience of reasons for their interest in having a seat on City Council.  Council asked each, of the three applicants, a few questions regarding their desire to have a seat on Council.
Councilmember Martinez made a motion to appoint Samantha Moore to the vacant seat.  There was no second to the motion.  Motion died.

Councilmember Mullins moved to appoint Nanette Mosby to the vacant seat.  There was no second to the motion.  Motion died.

Councilmember Barron made a motion to appoint Jeri Vargas to the vacant seat.  There was no second to the motion.  Motion died.

Councilmember Roberts moved to appoint Nanette Mosby to the vacant seat.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.  Voting results were:


YES

Mullins, Barron, Roberts, Gurulé

NO

Martinez

ABSENT
None
Motion carried 4-1

Mayor Gurulé thanked all for their interest in the City of Rocky Ford.  City Clerk Rebecca Korinek gave Nanette Mosby the oath of office for Councilmember Ward 1.
Resolution #8 – Series 2024 – A Resolution Authorizing the City of Rocky Ford to Participate in the Colorado Local Government Liquid Asset Trust to Pool Funds for Investment

Councilmember Roberts moved to approve and authorize Resolution #8 – Series 2024.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mullins.  Voting results were:


YES

Mosby, Barron, Martinez, Roberts, Mullins, Gurulé
NO

None

ABSENT
None
Motion carried 6-0
Sewer Rate Increase for Year 2025

Discussion was held regarding the setting of public hearings.  Mayor Gurulé asked Council to agree on some date and times for upcoming meetings.  After some discussion, Monday, November 18th from Noon – 2 p.m. and from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. was set for Town Hall meetings with the public.at the Public Safety Building.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Gary Reed commented that he thought the City did a great job with the last snowfall.
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORTS


Councilmembers and Mayor Gurulé gave updates and reports on their respective boards and committees. Council gave general consensus for Mayor Gurulé to send a letter to the Wildlife Division for the balloon festival.

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, November 26, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for Work session and 7:00 p.m. for Regular Council meeting

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. for Work session and 7:00 p.m. for Regular Council meeting

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Mayor Gurulé adjourned at 8:44 p.m.








__________________________Attest
Mayor Duane Gurulé





City Clerk Rebecca Korinek
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